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113 Blessed are You, LOrD our God;
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p ; : King of the Universe,
n e n K713 9K ¥ ; who forms light and creates darkness,
'7:{[ a3 g)il Di"ﬂ? ﬂW}) \ makes peace and creates all.
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R = N,
‘7) 5571 g N B Y T K 18 189 Who forms light and creates dark-
ness, makes peace and creates all. The verse in Isaiah (45:7) upon which this
blessings text is based reads: “[I am the one] who forms light and creates
darkness, who makes peace and creates rg, evil” In our blessing, the worq ra,
@il‘,”ﬁis}éplacéa_&iiﬁ ‘hakol, “all” Evil as a universal entity does not exist; suf-
fering and misery are due to the accidental and contingent character of our
existence, which is confined to a narrow segment of being. In the perspective
of totality, evil vanishes.

Ae

~N —

5) - The specific intention necessary for reading the Shema, however, is not

identical to that needed for prayer. The latter involves avoda shebalev, wor-

ship of the heart, which asserts itself in the great experience of the Divine

Presence, that is, the awareness of God and of His proximity and closeness to

us. Reading the Shema does not demand the state of consciousness required

for prayer, as accepting the yoke of Heaven is not tantamount to entering

the Divine Presence. No encounter takes place during the reading of the

Shema - the element of dialogue is lacking. Instead, the intention required

for Shema expresses itself in the form of a declaration, a profession of faith.
(Worship of the Heart)
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Transfer the TY°X to the right hand, kissing them at °.
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Joseph’s neck, "’Q‘)" TN

and did not kiss him; ,'IPVTJJ N’?’l

and our Rabbis said, APDI27 1IN

reciting the Shema

because (Jacob was}:y@{:p' nR X7ip v
(at that moment).
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The Gemara relates: When they took Rabbi Akiva out to be exevit-
ed, it was time for the recitation of Shema. And they were raking
his flesh with iron combs, and he was reciting Shema, thereby ac
cepting upon himself the yoke of Heaven. His students said to hii:
Our teacher, even now, as you suffer, you recite Shema? He said ig
them: All my days I have been troubled" by the verse: With all your
soul, meaning: Even if God takes your soul.' I said to myself: When
will the opportunity be afforded me to fulfill this verse? Now that
it has been afforded me, shall I not fulfill it? He prolonged his i
tering of the word: One, until his soul left his body as he uttered his.
final word: One. A voice descended from heaven and said: Happy
are you, Rabbi Akiva, that your soul left your body as you uttered;
One.
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Why Did Ya’akov Recite Shema? Parsahast vayigash

Yosef harnessed his chariot, and ascended to Goshen to meet Yisra'el, his father; he appeared to him, fell upon his
neck, and cried on his neck for a long time (Genesis 46:29).

Rashi: But Ya'akov did not fall upon Yosef’s neck, nor did he kiss him. Hazal say that he (Ya’akov) was reciting Shema.

A magid visiting Brisk explained that Ya'akov spontaneously recited Shema to express his gratitude to the Ribbono
shel Olam. We learn from this, added the magid, that we should involve HaKadosh Baruch Hu in our moments of

great exhilaration, just as we do in our moments of greatest despair.

R. Chaim Brisker disagreed. He explained as follows: ya'akov Avinu, having been commanded to travel to Egypt, had
been - throughout his trip - occupied with God’s command and thus exempt from other mitzvot. Having now arrived
in Egypt, however, he became obligated anew in the mitzva of reciting Shema, and fulfilled it immediately.



